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In most states the boundary separating public waters from private uplands—the ordinary high water line
(OHWL)—is a flashpoint between proponents of either property rights or public-trust protection of our
water. Using Florida as a case study, Down to the Waterline is the first book-length analysis of the OHWL
doctrine and its legal, technical, and cultural underpinnings. Sara Warner not only covers the historical
function of the OHWL but tells how advances in science and our environmental attitudes have led us to a
more complex encounter with this ancient boundary.

Florida sees a steady influx of new residents who crowd along its extensive coasts and interior
shorelines—yet who also demand pristine water resources. The OHWL establishes public access and private
ownership limits on some of the state’s most valuable land: in economic terms, waterfront real estate; in
ecological terms, marshes and wetlands. Sara Warner brings to life many of the courtroom battles fought
over the OHWL through the perspectives of ranchers, outdoors enthusiasts, developers, surveyors, scientists,
and policymakers.

While explaining the OHWL’s legal and political intricacies, Warner never loses sight of the wonder of
herons wading a marsh or a largemouth bass breaking a smooth lake surface. To her the OHWL is not just an
ideological battleground; it is a marker of how we see the natural world. What do we think we’re doing when
we channel a river or fill a swamp? she asks—for it matters greatly where we focus our attention before
invoking the awesome capabilities of technology.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

The guide with title Down to the Waterline: Boundaries, Nature, and the Law in Florida includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Barbara Cook:

Beside this particular Down to the Waterline: Boundaries, Nature, and the Law in Florida in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Down to the Waterline: Boundaries, Nature, and
the Law in Florida because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Eric Butler:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. That Down to the Waterline: Boundaries, Nature, and the Law in
Florida can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Down to the Waterline:
Boundaries, Nature, and the Law in Florida.

James Rogers:

You may get this Down to the Waterline: Boundaries, Nature, and the Law in Florida by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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