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In 1554, a group of idealistic laywomen founded a home for homeless and orphaned adolescent girls in one
of the worst neighborhoods in Florence. Of the 526 girls who lived in the home during its fourteen-year
tenure, only 202 left there alive. Struck by the unusually high mortality rate, Nicholas Terpstra sets out to
determine what killed the lost girls of the House of Compassion shelter (Casa della Pietà).

Reaching deep into the archives' letters, ledgers, and records from both inside and outside the home, he
slowly pieces together the tragic story. The Casa welcomed girls in bad health and with little future, hoping
to save them from an almost certain life of poverty and drudgery. Yet this "safe" house was cruelly
dangerous. Victims of Renaissance Florence’s sexual politics, these young women were at the disposal of the
city’s elite men, who treated them as property meant for their personal pleasure.

With scholarly precision and journalistic style, Terpstra uncovers and chronicles a series of disturbing leads
that point to possible reasons so many girls died: hints of routine abortions, basic medical care for sexually
transmitted diseases, and appalling conditions in the textile factories where the girls worked.

Church authorities eventually took the Casa della Pietà away from the women who had founded it and
moved it to a better part of Florence. Its sordid past was hidden, until now, in an official history that bore
little resemblance to the orphanage’s true origins. Terpstra’s meticulous investigation not only uncovers the
sad fate of the lost girls of the Casa della Pietà but also explores broader themes, including gender relations,
public health, church politics, and the challenges girls and adolescent women faced in Renaissance Florence.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Erickson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Lost Girls: Sex and Death in Renaissance Florence.

Jennifer Larson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is Lost Girls: Sex and Death in Renaissance Florence.

Anthony Flowers:

The book untitled Lost Girls: Sex and Death in Renaissance Florence contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice study.

Willie Batres:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Lost Girls: Sex and Death in
Renaissance Florence to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the guide Lost Girls: Sex and Death in Renaissance Florence can to be your brand-new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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