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The brutal lynching of two young black men in Marion, Indiana, on August 7, 1930, cast a shadow over the
town that still lingers. It is only one event in the long and complicated history of race relations in Marion, a
history much ignored and considered by many to be best forgotten. But the lynching cannot be forgotten. It is
too much a part of the fabric of Marion, too much ingrained even now in the minds of those who live there.
In Our Town journalist Cynthia Carr explores the issues of race, loyalty, and memory in America through the
lens of a specific hate crime that occurred in Marion but could have happened anywhere.

Marion is our town, America’s town, and its legacy is our legacy.

Like everyone in Marion, Carr knew the basic details of the lynching even as a child: three black men were
arrested for attempted murder and rape, and two of them were hanged in the courthouse square, a fate the
third miraculously escaped. Meeting James Cameron–the man who’d survived–led her to examine how the
quiet Midwestern town she loved could harbor such dark secrets. Spurred by the realization that, like her,
millions of white Americans are intimately connected to this hidden history, Carr began an investigation into
the events of that night, racism in Marion, the presence of the Ku Klux Klan–past and present–in Indiana,
and her own grandfather’s involvement. She uncovered a pattern of white guilt and indifference, of black
anger and fear that are the hallmark of race relations across the country.

In a sweeping narrative that takes her from the angry energy of a white supremacist rally to the peaceful
fields of Weaver–once an all-black settlement neighboring Marion–in search of the good and the bad in the
story of race in America, Carr returns to her roots to seek out the fascinating people and places that have
shaped the town. Her intensely compelling account of the Marion lynching and of her own family’s secrets
offers a fresh examination of the complex legacy of whiteness in America. Part mystery, part history, part
true crime saga, Our Town is a riveting read that lays bare a raw and little-chronicled facet of our national
memory and provides a starting point toward reconciliation with the past.

On August 7, 1930, three black teenagers were dragged from their jail cells in Marion, Indiana, and beaten
before a howling mob. Two of them were hanged; by fate the third escaped. A photo taken that night shows
the bodies hanging from the tree but focuses on the faces in the crowd—some enraged, some laughing, and
some subdued, perhaps already feeling the first pangs of regret.

Sixty-three years later, journalist Cynthia Carr began searching the photo for her grandfather’s face.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a
Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White America will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a
book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Valerie Garrison:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White
America.

Irma Cook:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Our Town: A Heartland
Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History of White America is simple to deliver you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Richard Manning:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Our Town: A Heartland Lynching, a Haunted Town, and the Hidden History
of White America was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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