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For many Americans, the election of Barack Obama as the country's first black president signaled that we
had become a post-racial nation - some even suggested that race was no longer worth discussing. Of course,
the evidence tells a very different story. And while social scientists are fully engaged in examining the facts
of race, normative political thought has failed to grapple with race as an interesting moral case or as a focus
in the expansive theory of social justice. Political thought's under participation in the debate over the status
of blacks in American society raises serious concerns since the main academic task of political theory is to
adjudicate discrepancies between the demands of ideal justice and social realities.

Christopher J. Lebron contends that it is the duty of political thought to address the moral problems that
attend racial inequality and to make those problems salient to a democratic polity. Thus, in The Color of Our
Shame, he asks two major questions. First, given the success of the Civil Rights Act and the sharp decline in
overt racist norms, how can we explain the persistence of systemic racial inequality? Second, once we have
settled on an explanation, what might political philosophy have to offer in terms of a solution?

In order to answer these questions Lebron suggests that we reconceive of racial inequality as a condition that
marks the normative status of black citizens in the eyes of the nation. He argues that our collective response
to racial inequality ought to be shame. While we reject race as a reason for marginalizing blacks on the basis
of liberal democratic ideals, we fail to live up to those ideals - a situation that Lebron sees as a failure of
national character. Drawing on a wide array of resources including liberal theory, virtue ethics, history, and
popular culture, Lebron proposes a move toward a "perfectionist politics" that would compel a higher level
of racially relevant moral excellence from individuals and institutions and enable America to meet the
democratic ideals that it has set for itself.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Bobby:

The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Adrian Woodson:

Beside this kind of The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time in your phone, it might give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Donald Farrell:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is actually The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in
Our Time. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Mindy Simmons:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time we can consider more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book The
Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time. You can more inviting than now.
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