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The Drowned Muse is a study of the extraordinary destiny, in the history of European culture, of an object
which could seem, at first glance, quite ordinary in the history of European culture. It tells the story of a
mask, the cast of a young girl's face entitled "L'Inconnue de la Seine" (the Unknown Woman of the Seine),
and its subsequent metamorphoses as a cultural figure. Legend has it that the "Inconnue" drowned herself in
Paris at the end of the nineteenth century. The forensic scientist tending to her unidentified corpse at the
Paris Morgue was supposedly so struck by her allure that he captured in plaster the contours of her face. This
unknown girl, also called "The Mona Lisa of Suicide," has since become the object of an obsessive interest
that started in the late 1890s, reached its peak in the 1930s, and continues to reverberate today.

Aby Warburg defines art history as "a ghost story for grown-ups." This study is simlarly "a ghost story for
grown-ups," narrating the aura of a cultural object that crosses temporal, geographical, and linguistic
frontiers. It views the "Inconnue" as a symptomatic expression of a modern world haunted by the earlier
modernity of the nineteenth century. It also investigates how the mask's metamorphoses reflect major shifts
in the cultural history of the last two centuries, approaching the "Iconnue" as an entry point to understand a
phenomenon characteristic of 20th- and 21st-century modernity: the translatability of media. Doing so, this
study mobilizes discourses surrounding the "Inconnue," casting them as points of negotiation through which
we may consider the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

William Roger:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman
Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) as the daily resource
information.

Glen Thomas:

The book untitled The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity
(Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) is the book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Bruce Benedict:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be The Drowned Muse: Casting the Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern
Languages and Literature Monographs).

Kyle Gill:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Drowned Muse: Casting the
Unknown Woman Across the Tides of Modernity (Oxford Modern Languages and Literature Monographs) is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.
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