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CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title for 2009

"This ground-breaking resource is strongly recommended for all libraries and health and welfare
institutional depots; essential for university collections, especially those catering to social studies
programs."
?Library Journal, STARRED Review

Children and adults spend a great deal of time in activities we think of as "play," including games, sports,
and hobbies. Without thinking about it very deeply, almost everyone would agree that such activities are fun,
relaxing, and entertaining. However, play has many purposes that run much deeper than simple
entertainment. For children, play has various functions such as competition, following rules, accepting
defeat, choosing leaders, exercising leadership, practicing adult roles, and taking risks in order to reap
rewards. For adults, many games and sports serve as harmless releases of feelings of aggression,
competition, and intergroup hostility.

The Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society explores the concept of play in history and modern society in
the United States and internationally. Its scope encompasses leisure and recreational activities of children
and adults throughout the ages, from dice games in the Roman Empire to video games today. With more than
450 entries, these two volumes do not include coverage of professional sports and sport teams but, instead,
cover the hundreds of games played not to earn a living but as informal activity. All aspects of play?from
learning to competition, mastery of nature, socialization, and cooperation?are included. Simply enough, this
Encyclopedia explores play played for the fun of it!

Key Features

Available in both print and electronic formats●

Provides access to the fascinating literature that has explored questions of psychology, learning theory,●

game theory, and history in depth
Considers the affects of play on child and adult development, particularly on health, creativity, and●

imagination
Contains entries that describe both adult and childhood play and games in dozens of cultures around the●

world and throughout history
Explores the sophisticated analyses of social thinkers such as Huizinga, Vygotsky, and Sutton-Smith, as●

well as the wide variety of games, toys, sports, and entertainments found around the world
Presents cultures as diverse as the ancient Middle East, modern Russia, and China and in nations as far●

flung as India, Argentina, and France

Key Themes

Adult Games●

Board and Card Games●



Children's Games●

History of Play●

Outdoor Games and Amateur Sports●

Play and Education●

Play Around the World●

Psychology of Play●

Sociology of Play●

Toys and Business●

Video and Online Games●

For a subject we mostly consider light-hearted, play as a research topic has generated an extensive and
sophisticated literature, exploring a range of penetrating questions. This two-volume set serves as a general,
nontechnical resource for academics, researchers, and students alike. It is an essential addition to any
academic library.
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From reader reviews:

Charline Fendley:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Ivan Caputo:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Encyclopedia of Play
in Today's Society is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Thomas Kelly:

This Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly
full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering
sentences. Having Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt that?

Betty Norsworthy:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society
to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside
that the guide Encyclopedia of Play in Today's Society can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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