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John Steinbeck was never content to repeat himself, and his restless search for new forms and fresh subject
matter is fully evident in the books of his later years. This volume collects four novels that exhibit the full
range of his gift, along with a travel book that has become one of his most enduringly popular works.

In The Wayward Bus (1947), Steinbeck leads a group of ill-matched passengers representing a spectrum of
social types and classes, stranded by a washed-out bridge, on a circuitous journey that exposes cruelties, self-
deceptions, and unsuspected moral strengths. The tone ranges from boisterous comedy to trenchant satirical
observation of postwar America. Burning Bright (1950), an allegory set against shifting backgrounds (circus,
sea, farm) and revolving around the fear of sterility and the desire for self-perpetuation, marks Steinbeck's
involvement with the drama in its fusion of the forms of novel and play.

Sweet Thursday (1954) marks Steinbeck's return, in a mood of sometimes frothy comedy, to the characters
and milieu of his earlier Cannery Row. A love story set against the background of the local brothel, the Bear
Flag, Sweet Thursday is for all its intimations of melancholy one of the most lighthearted of Steinbeck's
books. It was subsequently adapted by Rodgers and Hammerstein into their musical Pipe Dream. Steinbeck's
final novel, The Winter of Our Discontent (1961) is set in an old Long Island whaling town modeled on Sag
Harbor, where he had been spending time since 1953. The book breaks new ground in its depiction of the
crass commercialism of contemporary America, and its impact on a protagonist with traditionalist values
who is appalled but finally tempted by the encroaching sleaziness.

Travels with Charley in Search of America (1962) was Steinbeck's last published book. A record of his
experiences and observations as he drove around America in a pickup truck, accompanied by his standard
poodle Charley, it is filled with engaging, often humorous description and comes to a powerful climax in an
encounter with racist demonstrators in New Orleans.

Robert DeMott, co-editor, is the Edwin and Ruth Kennedy Distinguished Professor at Ohio University and
the author of Steinbeck's Typewriter, an award-winning book of critical essays. Brian Railsback, co-editor, is
dean of the Honors College at Western Carolina University and the author of Parallel Expeditions: Charles
Darwin and the Art of John Steinbeck.
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From reader reviews:

George Green:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on guardería until university need this kind of John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels
1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library
of America) to read.

Nathan Jackson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The
Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America) can
be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Gary Flint:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This John Steinbeck: Travels with
Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus / Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of
Our Discontent (Library of America) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cindy Moats:

You can find this John Steinbeck: Travels with Charley and Later Novels 1947-1962: The Wayward Bus /
Burning Bright / Sweet Thursday / The Winter of Our Discontent (Library of America) by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more



information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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