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The successful rescue of imprisoned Italian dictator Benito Mussolini from atop the Gran Sasso plateau by
German glider-borne troops on 12 September 1943 was one of the most dramatic Special Forces operations
in military history. Arrested by his own officers in July 1943, Mussolini had been whisked away to an
isolated and heavily-guarded mountain-top resort, the Hotel Campo Imperatore at Gran Sasso, which could
only be reached by a heavily guarded cable car station. It was clear to the Germans - who wished to rescue
Mussolini in order to keep at least the appearance that Italy was still on the Axis side - that any conventional
rescue operation would have to fight its way through too much opposition and that Mussolini's captors would
have ample time to execute him before he could be rescued. Once Mussolini's location at Gran Sasso was
confirmed, Hitler ordered General der Fallschirmtruppe Kurt Student to organize a rescue mission. The
actual raid was planned and led by paratrooper Major Otto Mors from the Fallschirmjager-Lehr Bataillon,
but SS Haupsturmführer Otto Skorzeny grabbed much of the laurels of this operation.

Despite unfavorable terrain for a gliderborne landing - including large boulders and steep cliffs near the
landing zone - most of the German gliders succeeded in landing atop the Gran Sasso and the assault force
was able to move in before the stunned Italian defenders could organize a response or eliminate Mussolini.
This volume shows how Skorzeny failed to follow the plan and jeopardized the operation with his rash
behavior, including a risky decision to fly Mussolini off the mountain using a light Fiesler Storch aircraft.
The German raiding force achieved all their objectives without firing a shot. Although the rescue of
Mussolini failed to keep Italy on the Axis side, it did serve as a valuable propaganda boost for Germany in
the face of defeats in Italy and the Soviet Union, as well as pointing toward a new dimension in warfare.

This title details the strategic context of this daring raid, the origins of the plans, and the initial strategy
adopted by the German Special Operations forces, before going on to describe in full detail the plan,
execution and final outcome of the operation. It also details Skorzeny's propaganda-laden version of the raid
and what actually happened at the Gran Sasso, including the rarely-mentioned ground component and
extraction phase.  Discover the history of this classic wartime raid, which continues to fascinate military
history enthusiasts and lovers of adventure, in this new addition to the Raid series by Robert Forczyk.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Oneil:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid).

Erik Hilyard:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Rescuing
Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Thomas Morgan:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid)
as your daily resource information.

Christopher Scoville:

You can obtain this Rescuing Mussolini: Gran Sasso 1943 (Raid) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for
you.
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