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In this riveting narrative, Barron H. Lerner offers a superb medical and cultural history of our century-long
battle with breast cancer. Revisiting the past, Lerner argues, can illuminate and clarify the dilemmas
confronted by women with--and at risk for--the disease. Writing with insight and compassion, Lerner tells a
compelling story of influential surgeons, anxious patients and committed activists. There are colorful
portraits of the leading figures, ranging from the acerbic Dr. William Halsted, who pioneered the disfiguring
radical mastectomy at the turn of the century to George Crile, Jr., the Cleveland surgeon who shocked the
medical establishment by going public with his doubts about mastectomy, to Rose Kushner, a brash
journalist who relentlessly educated American women about breast cancer. Lerner offers a fascinating
account of the breast cancer wars: the insistent efforts of physicians to vanquish the enemy; the fights waged
by feminists and maverick doctors to combat a paternalistic legacy that discouraged decision-making by
patients; and the struggles of statisticians and researchers to generate definitive data in the face of the great
risks and uncertainties raised by the disease. As easy as it is to demonize male physicians, the persistence of
the radical mastectomy and other invasive treatments has had as much to do with the complicated scientific
understandings of breast cancer as with sexism. In Lerners hands, the fight against breast cancer opens a
window on American medical practice over the last century: the pursuit of dramatic cures with sophisticated
technologies, the emergence of patients rights, the ethical and legal challenges raised by informed consent,
and the limited ability of scientific knowledge to provide quick solutions for serious illnesses. A searching
and profound work on an emotionally charged issue, The Breast Cancer Wars tells a story that remains of
vital importance to modern breast cancer patients, their families and the clinicians who strive to treat and
prevent this dreaded disease.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but
surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The The Breast Cancer Wars:
Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Charlie Smith:

The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
contemplating.

David Johnston:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and
the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Constance Music:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-
Century America was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book



that you wanted.
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