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Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
2,00, University of Koblenz-Landau (Anglistik), course: Colonial and Postcolonial Literatures, language:
English, abstract: Wide Sargasso Sea is one of the best-known literary postcolonial replies to the writing of
Charlotte Bronte and a brilliant deconstruction of what is known as the author's "worlding" in
Jane Eyre.

The novel written by Jean Rhys tells the story of Jane Eyre's protagonist, Edward Rochester. The plot takes
place in West Indies where Rochester met his first wife, Bertha Antoinette Mason. Wide Sargasso Sea
influences the common reading and understanding of the matrix novel, as it rewrites crucial parts of Jane
Eyre.

The heroine in Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, Antoinette Cosway, is created out of demonic and bestialic
Bertha Mason from Jane Eyre. Rhys's great achievement in her re-writing of the
Bronte's text is her creation of a double to the madwoman from Jane Eyre. The heroine of Wide Sargasso
Sea, the beautiful Antoinette Cosway, heiress of the post-emancipation fortune
is created out of the demonc and bestialic Bertha Mason. The author transforms the first Mrs Rochester into
an individual figure whose madness is caused by imperialistic and patriarchal
oppression
The vision of Bertha/Antoinette as an insane offspring from a family plagued by madness is no longer
plausible to the reader.

In this essay I would like to focus the factors which led to the madness of the protagonist. Although Bertha
Mason and Jane Eyre seem to be enemies and contradictory characters in the
Victorian novel, many critics find several similarities between the two heroines, their life and finally between
Jane Eyre and Wide Sargasso Sea. Seeing Jane Eyre and Antoinette Cosway
as sisters and doubles is very popular with some critics who dealt with the works of Charlotte Bronte and
Jean Rhys. Nevertheless, I would like to focus in this essay on Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak's criticism on viewing and interpreting the two heroines. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak in
her essay "Three Women's Texts and a Critique of Imperialism" values also Jean Rhys for telling the story of
Bertha Mason through the Creole perspective, but she criticises the author for marginalising the native
inhabitants of West Indies.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Babcock:

This book untitled "Wide Sargasso Sea" by Jean Rhys as a postcolonial response to "Jane Eyre" by Charlotte
Bronte to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it by
way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
guide from your list.

Archie Beard:

Typically the book "Wide Sargasso Sea" by Jean Rhys as a postcolonial response to "Jane Eyre" by Charlotte
Bronte will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book "Wide
Sargasso Sea" by Jean Rhys as a postcolonial response to "Jane Eyre" by Charlotte Bronte is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Alan Malbrough:

The particular book "Wide Sargasso Sea" by Jean Rhys as a postcolonial response to "Jane Eyre" by
Charlotte Bronte has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Phillip Elliott:

The reason why? Because this "Wide Sargasso Sea" by Jean Rhys as a postcolonial response to "Jane Eyre"
by Charlotte Bronte is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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