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Writing during periods of dramatic social change, Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth Gaskell were both
attracted to the idea of radical societal transformation at the same time that their writings express nostalgia
for a traditional, paternalistic ruling class. Julie Nash shows how this tension is played out especially through
the characters of servants in short fiction and novels such as Edgeworth's Castle Rackrent, Belinda, and
Helen and Gaskell's North and South and Cranford.

Servant characters, Nash contends, enable these writers to give voice to the contradictions inherent in the
popular paternalistic philosophy of their times because the situation of domestic servitude itself embodies
such inconsistencies. Servants, whose labor was essential to the economic and social function of eighteenth-
and nineteenth-century British society, made up the largest category of workers in England by the nineteenth
century and yet were expected to be socially invisible. At the same time, they lived in the same houses as
their masters and mistresses and were privy to the most intimate details of their lives. Both Edgeworth and
Gaskell created servant characters who challenge the social hierarchy, thus exposing the potential for
dehumanization and corruption inherent in the paternalistic philosophy. Nash's study opens up important
avenues for future scholars of women's fiction in the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Servants and
Paternalism in the Works of Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth Gaskell (The Nineteenth Century Series)
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Shawn Marsh:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is Servants and Paternalism in the Works of Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth Gaskell
(The Nineteenth Century Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes
this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Antonia Parham:

Beside this Servants and Paternalism in the Works of Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth Gaskell (The
Nineteenth Century Series) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Servants
and Paternalism in the Works of Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth Gaskell (The Nineteenth Century Series)
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Timothy Hardy:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Servants and Paternalism in the Works of Maria Edgeworth
and Elizabeth Gaskell (The Nineteenth Century Series) was bright colored and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Servants and Paternalism in the Works of Maria Edgeworth and Elizabeth
Gaskell (The Nineteenth Century Series) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teens. For example



Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all
of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading this.
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