
The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism,
and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness to

History)
Williamjames Hull Hoffer

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0801894697
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0801894697
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0801894697


The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the
Origins of the Civil War (Witness to History)

Williamjames Hull Hoffer

The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness to
History) Williamjames Hull Hoffer

A signal, violent event in the history of the United States Congress, the caning of Charles Sumner on the
Senate floor embodied the complex North-South cultural divide of the mid-nineteenth century. Williamjames
Hull Hoffer's vivid account of the brutal act demonstrates just how far the sections had drifted apart and
explains why the coming war was so difficult to avoid.

Sumner, a noted abolitionist and gifted speaker, was seated at his Senate desk on May 22, 1856, when
Democratic Congressman Preston S. Brooks approached, pulled out a gutta-percha walking stick, and struck
him on the head. Brooks continued to beat the stunned Sumner, forcing him to the ground and repeatedly
striking him even as the cane shattered. He then pursued the bloodied, staggering Republican senator up the
Senate aisle until Sumner collapsed at the feet of Congressman Edwin B. Morgan. Colleagues of the two
intervened only after Brooks appeared intent on beating the unconscious Sumner severely?and, perhaps, to
death.

Sumner's crime? Speaking passionately about the evils of slavery, which dishonored both the South and
Brooks’s relative, Senator Andrew P. Butler. Celebrated in the South for the act, Brooks was fined only three
hundred dollars, dying a year later of a throat infection. Sumner recovered and served out a distinguished
Senate career until his death in 1873.

Hoffer's narrative recounts the caning and its aftermath, explores the depths of the differences between free
and slave states in 1856, and explains the workings of the Southern honor culture as opposed to Yankee
idealism. Hoffer helps us understand why Brooks would take such great offense at a political speech and
why he chose a cane?instead of dueling with pistols or swords?to meet his obligation under the South’s
prevailing code of honor. He discusses why the courts meted out a comparatively light sentence. He
addresses the importance of the event in the national crisis and shows why such actions are not quite as alien
to today’s politics as they might at first seem.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Owens:

This The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness to History)
book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. That The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism,
and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness to History) without we realize teach the one who studying it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Caning of Charles Sumner:
Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness to History) can bring once you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness
to History) having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Matthew White:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Caning of
Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness to History) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Troy Cochran:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Caning of Charles Sumner:
Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the Civil War (Witness to History) guide written by well-known writer
who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still skepticism The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the
Civil War (Witness to History) as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.

Arlene Miller:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended up



being exactly added. This guide The Caning of Charles Sumner: Honor, Idealism, and the Origins of the
Civil War (Witness to History) was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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