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How did the fact become modernity's most favored unit of knowledge? How did description come to seem
separable from theory in the precursors of economics and the social sciences?

Mary Poovey explores these questions in A History of the Modern Fact, ranging across an astonishing array
of texts and ideas from the publication of the first British manual on double-entry bookkeeping in 1588 to the
institutionalization of statistics in the 1830s. She shows how the production of systematic knowledge from
descriptions of observed particulars influenced government, how numerical representation became the
privileged vehicle for generating useful facts, and how belief—whether figured as credit, credibility, or
credulity—remained essential to the production of knowledge.

Illuminating the epistemological conditions that have made modern social and economic knowledge
possible, A History of the Modern Fact provides important contributions to the history of political thought,
economics, science, and philosophy, as well as to literary and cultural criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

The book A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth
and Society for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Candice Sharkey:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This A History of the Modern
Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Maryann Carson:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this A History of the Modern Fact:
Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and Society book because this book offers you rich data
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Gerard Armstrong:

The book untitled A History of the Modern Fact: Problems of Knowledge in the Sciences of Wealth and
Society contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The
book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site
in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.
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