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The spirit of our times can appear to be one of joyless urgency. As a culture we have become less interested
in the exploration of the glorious mind, and more interested in creating and mastering technologies that will
yield material well-being. But while cultural pessimism is always fashionable, there is still much to give us
hope. In The Givenness of Things, the incomparable Marilynne Robinson delivers an impassioned critique of
our contemporary society while arguing that reverence must be given to who we are and what we are:
creatures of singular interest and value, despite our errors and depredations.

Robinson has plumbed the depths of the human spirit in her novels, including the National Book Critics
Circle Award-winning Lila and the Pulitzer Prize-winning Gilead, and in her new essay collection she trains
her incisive mind on our modern predicament and the mysteries of faith. These seventeen essays examine the
ideas that have inspired and provoked one of our finest writers throughout her life. Whether she is
investigating how the work of the great thinkers of the past, Calvin, Locke, Bonhoeffer--and Shakespeare--
can infuse our lives, or calling attention to the rise of the self-declared elite in American religious and
political life, Robinson's peerless prose and boundless humanity are on display. Exquisite and bold, The
Givenness of Things is a necessary call for us to find wisdom and guidance in our cultural heritage, and to
offer grace to one another.
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From reader reviews:

Anita Rhodes:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Givenness of Things: Essays will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Janice Arias:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning
books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the
The Givenness of Things: Essays is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Laura Clark:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Givenness of Things: Essays can be
the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Marsha Gleason:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Givenness of Things:
Essays to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and go
through it. Beside that the publication The Givenness of Things: Essays can to be your friend when you're
sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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