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While cultural critics today question the economic value of a college education, nearly 150 years ago a
radical tailor in Boston never doubted it. Rather, this Rhode Island native, son of a Revolutionary War Hero,
and a man who did not graduate from high school, carefully accumulated a fortune and then gave it
away—founding a women’s college that would ensure the “fairer sex’s” ability to enjoy an independent
livelihood. John Simmons: The Measure of a Man is an engaging biography of the foresighted early adopter
of ready-to-wear clothing, a discrete Yankee, whose legacy, Simmons College in Boston, has produced over
sixty thousand graduates: leaders in health care, social work, library science and business administration.
Why endow a college at a time when higher education for women was considered unnecessary and unwise?
Like most great stories, John’s includes a little religion, a little sex, and a little mystery. The book reveals the
social milieu, the struggles and the achievements of pre- and post-Civil War Boston. Inventors, abolitionists,
social reformers and scoundrels all crossed John’s path. Clothing industry history, Unitarian history, and
literary luminaries in Boston are featured in this book. As one of the wealthiest men in the Northeast, and
father of four sons and two daughters, John predated Warren Buffett in his inheritance strategy: he left his
offspring comfortable but not wealthy. Why he did this may never be known, but this compelling biography
sheds new light on the life and times of John Simmons. Through his example readers can consider how they
wish to pay it forward, what legacy they will create.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Lester:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual John Simmons: The
Measure of a Man is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jack Lumpkin:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving John Simmons: The
Measure of a Man that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to
start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick John Simmons: The Measure of a Man become your
own starter.

James Mendoza:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This John Simmons: The Measure of a Man can
be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Theresa Collins:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of
the books in the top list in your reading list is actually John Simmons: The Measure of a Man. This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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