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A groundbreaking book—two decades in the works—that tells the story of how a brilliant writer-turned-
activist, granddaughter of a mulatto slave, and the first lady of the United States, whose ancestry gave her
membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution, forged an enduring friendship that changed each
of their lives and helped to alter the course of race and racism in America.

Pauli Murray first saw Eleanor Roosevelt in 1933, at the height of the Depression, at a government-
sponsored, two-hundred-acre camp for unemployed women where Murray was living, something the first
lady had pushed her husband to set up in her effort to do what she could for working women and the poor.
The first lady appeared one day unannounced, behind the wheel of her car, her secretary and a Secret Service
agent her passengers. To Murray, then aged twenty-three, Roosevelt’s self-assurance was a symbol of
women’s independence, a symbol that endured throughout Murray’s life. 

Five years later, Pauli Murray, a twenty-eight-year-old aspiring writer, wrote a letter to Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt protesting racial segregation in the South. The president’s staff forwarded Murray’s letter to the
federal Office of Education. The first lady wrote back.

Murray’s letter was prompted by a speech the president had given at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, praising the school for its commitment to social progress. Pauli Murray had been denied
admission to the Chapel Hill graduate school because of her race. 

She wrote in her letter of 1938:

“Does it mean that Negro students in the South will be allowed to sit down with white students and study a
problem which is fundamental and mutual to both groups? Does it mean that the University of North
Carolina is ready to open its doors to Negro students . . . ? Or does it mean, that everything you said has no
meaning for us as Negroes, that again we are to be set aside and passed over . . . ?”

Eleanor Roosevelt wrote to Murray: “I have read the copy of the letter you sent me and I understand
perfectly, but great changes come slowly . . . The South is changing, but don’t push too fast.”

So began a friendship between Pauli Murray (poet, intellectual rebel, principal strategist in the fight to
preserve Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, cofounder of the National Organization for Women, and the
first African American female Episcopal priest) and Eleanor Roosevelt (first lady of the United States, later
first chair of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, and chair of the President’s Commission on
the Status of Women) that would last for a quarter of a century.

Drawing on letters, journals, diaries, published and unpublished manuscripts, and interviews, Patricia Bell-
Scott gives us the first close-up portrait of this evolving friendship and how it was sustained over time, what
each gave to the other, and how their friendship changed the cause of American social justice.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Chretien:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli
Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice. Try to make the book The Firebrand and the
First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice as
your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Margaret Holt:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Firebrand and the First Lady:
Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice. All type of
book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Valerie Bell:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray,
Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding The Firebrand and
the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice
content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking The Firebrand and the First
Lady: Portrait of a Friendship: Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Robert Jones:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the



unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship:
Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, and the Struggle for Social Justice as your daily resource information.
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