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Parents in China greatly value higher education for their children, but the intensity and effects of their desire
to achieve this goal have largely gone unexamined—until now. Governing Educational Desire explores the
cultural, political, and economic origins of Chinese desire for a college education as well as its vast
consequences, which include household and national economic priorities, birthrates, ethnic relations, and
patterns of governance.

Where does this desire come from? Andrew B. Kipnis approaches this question in four different ways. First,
he investigates the role of local context by focusing on family and community dynamics in one Chinese
county, Zouping. Then, he widens his scope to examine the provincial and national governmental policies
that affect educational desire. Next, he explores how contemporary governing practices were shaped by the
Confucian examination system, uncovering the historical forces at work in the present. Finally, he looks for
the universal in the local, considering the ways aspects of educational desire in Zouping spread throughout
China and beyond. In doing so, Kipnis provides not only an illuminating analysis of education in China but
also a thought-provoking reflection on what educational desire can tell us about the relationship between
culture and government.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

The knowledge that you get from Governing Educational Desire: Culture, Politics, and Schooling in China
may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Governing Educational Desire: Culture,
Politics, and Schooling in China giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this kind of Governing Educational Desire: Culture, Politics, and Schooling in China instantly.

Edward Shaw:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you
can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Governing Educational Desire: Culture, Politics, and
Schooling in China it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book features high quality.

Kevin Lewis:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Governing Educational Desire:
Culture, Politics, and Schooling in China that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Governing Educational Desire: Culture,
Politics, and Schooling in China become your own personal starter.

Richard Diller:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of book
Governing Educational Desire: Culture, Politics, and Schooling in China. You'll be able to your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is



most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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