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Can philanthropy alleviate inequality? Do antipoverty programs work on the ground? In this eye-opening
analysis, Erica Kohl-Arenas bores deeply into how these issues play out in California’s Central Valley,
which is one of the wealthiest agricultural production regions in the world and also home to the poorest
people in the United States.

Through the lens of a provocative set of case studies, The Self-Help Myth reveals how philanthropy
maintains systems of inequality by attracting attention to the behavior of poor people while shifting the focus
away from structural inequities and relationships of power that produce poverty. In Fresno County, for
example, which has a $5.6 billion-plus agricultural industry, migrant farm workers depend heavily on food
banks, religious organizations, and family networks to feed and clothe their families. Foundation
professionals espouse well-intentioned, hopeful strategies to improve the lives of the poor. These strategies
contain specific ideas—in philanthropy terminology, “theories of change”— that rely on traditional
American ideals of individualism and hard work, such as self-help, civic participation, and mutual
prosperity. But when used in partnership with well-defined limits around what foundations will and will not
fund, these ideals become fuzzy concepts promoting professional and institutional behaviors that leave
relationships of poverty and inequality untouched.
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From reader reviews:

Gayle Collins:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (POVERTY, INTERRUPTED), you
may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a reserve.

Todd Jacob:

The publication with title The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (POVERTY,
INTERRUPTED) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Jennifer Case:

The reason why? Because this The Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty
(POVERTY, INTERRUPTED) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Arthur Johnson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Self-Help Myth: How
Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (POVERTY, INTERRUPTED) that give your pleasure preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be



success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick The
Self-Help Myth: How Philanthropy Fails to Alleviate Poverty (POVERTY, INTERRUPTED) become your
own starter.
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