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Series introduction by John Lahr with individual volumes introduced by Laurence Fishburne, Tony Kushner,
Romulus Linney, Marion McClinton, Toni Morrison, Suzan-Lori Parks, Phylicia Rashad, Ishmael Reed, and
Frank Rich.

“No one except perhaps Eugene O’Neill and Tennessee Williams has aimed so high and achieved so much in
the American theater.”—John Lahr, The New Yorker

“Heroic is not a word one uses often without embarrassment to describe a writer or playwright, but the
diligence and ferocity of effort behind the creation of his body of work is really an epic story. . . . For all the
magic in his plays, he was writing in the grand tradition of Eugene O’Neill and Arthur Miller, the politically
engaged, direct, social realist drama. He was reclaiming ground for the theater that most people thought had
been abandoned.”—Tony Kushner

August Wilson’s Century Cycle is “one of the most ambitious dramatic projects ever undertaken” (The New
York Times). With it, Wilson dramatizes the African American experience and heritage in the twentieth
century, with a play for each decade, almost all set in the Hill District of Pittsburgh, where he grew up.
Wilson’s extraordinary lifework—completed just before his death in October 2005—is presented here for the
first time in its entirety.

Art is beholden to the kiln in which the artist was fired. Before I am anything, a man or a playwright, I am an
African American. . . . The cycle of plays that I have been writing since 1979 is my attempt to represent that
culture on stage in all its richness and fullness and to demonstrate its ability to sustain us in all areas of
human life and endeavor and through profound moments of our history in which the larger society has
thought less of us than we have thought of ourselves.

The characters in the plays still place their faith in America’s willingness to live up to the meaning of her
creed. It is this belief in America’s honor that allows them to pursue the American Dream even as it remains
elusive. . . . They shout, they argue, they wrestle with love, honor, duty, betrayal; they have loud voices and
big hearts; they demand justice, they love, they laugh, they cry, they murder, and they embrace life with zest
and vigor. . . . In all the plays, the characters remain pointed towards the future, their pockets lined with
fresh hope and an abiding faith in their own abilities and their own heroics.—August Wilson
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

This August Wilson Century Cycle are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The explanation of this August Wilson Century Cycle can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this August Wilson Century Cycle
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kay Newberry:

Typically the book August Wilson Century Cycle has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Arthur Freeman:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love August Wilson Century Cycle, you are able to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Paul Quintana:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be August Wilson Century Cycle why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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