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The glaciers creep

Like snakes that watch their prey, from their far fountains,

Slow rolling on.

– Percy Shelley, “Mont Blanc,” 1816

Glaciers in America’s far northwest figure prominently in indigenous oral traditions, early travelers’
journals, and the work of geophysical scientists. By following such stories across three centuries, this book
explores local knowledge, colonial encounters, and environmental change.

Do Glaciers Listen? examines conflicting depictions of glaciers to show how natural and social histories are
entangled. During late stages of the Little Ice Age, significant geophysical changes coincided with dramatic
social upheaval in the Saint Elias Mountains. European visitors brought conceptions of Nature as sublime, as
spiritual, or as a resource for human progress. They saw glaciers as inanimate, subject to empirical
investigation and measurement. Aboriginal responses were strikingly different. From their perspectives,
glaciers were sentient, animate, and quick to respond to human behaviour. In each case, experiences and
ideas surrounding glaciers were incorporated into interpretations of social relations.

Focusing on these contrasting views, Julie Cruikshank demonstrates how local knowledge is produced, rather
than “discovered,” through such encounters, and how oral histories conjoin social and biophysical processes.
She traces how divergent views continue to weave through contemporary debates about protected areas,
parks and the new World Heritage site that encompasses the area where Alaska, British Columbia, and the
Yukon Territory now meet. Students and scholars of Native studies and anthropology as well as readers
interested in northern studies and colonial encounters will find Do Glaciers Listen? a fascinating read and a
rich addition to circumpolar literature.

Winner of the Victor Turner Prize for Ethnographic Writing, 2006
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gray:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for us. The book Do Glaciers Listen: Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, And Social
Imagination ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Do Glaciers Listen: Local Knowledge, Colonial
Encounters, And Social Imagination is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book Do Glaciers Listen: Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, And Social
Imagination. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Esther Belote:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Do Glaciers Listen: Local
Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, And Social Imagination is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Christine Brooks:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this
Do Glaciers Listen: Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, And Social Imagination.

Janelle Ramirez:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update
of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just seeking the Do Glaciers Listen: Local Knowledge, Colonial Encounters, And Social
Imagination when you required it?
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