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This book offers readers a concise introduction to Atwood's published novels and the central themes
motivating her writing. The volume starts with an overview of the author's biography and the relationship of
her writing to relevant literary traditions. Because Atwood is internationally renowned, many commentaries
ignore the Canadian roots of her work. Cooke corrects this oversight by sketching the ways in which her
work is shaped by, and has shaped, the Canadian literary scene. As the author of a full-length Atwood
biography, Cooke is able to summarize feminist, Canadian nationalist, and postmodern influences on
Atwood's work and on her development as a writer. The book offers close scrutiny of three illustrative
works: Cat's Eye as the artist novel, The Handmaid's Tale as a dystopian novel, and The Blind Assassin as a
villainess novel.

This book extends the dialogue surrounding Atwood's work in several important ways. As a book written by
a Canadian about a Canadian writer, it illustrates how readings of Atwood's work can be significantly
enriched through attention to the Canadian literary and cultural context. Noting that Atwood's work not only
entertains but also challenges and disturbs, it argues that all of Atwood's novels can be read as satires that
expose society's double standards. By locating the beginnings of satire as far back as Atwood's first
published novel, and tracing it in Atwood's later novels as the impulse behind challenges to character (in the
artist novels), setting (in the dystopic fiction), and plot (in the villainess novels), this study provides a
startlingly original interpretation of The Blind Assassin and new insights into the earlier novels.
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From reader reviews:

Morgan Woods:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Margaret Atwood: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Michelle Chase:

This Margaret Atwood: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers)
usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this Margaret
Atwood: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can be among the
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Margaret Atwood: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving
you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Duane Coley:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually Margaret Atwood: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers).

James Hanson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Margaret Atwood: A
Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers), you can enjoy both. It is fine
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind



hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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