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Julien Benda’s classic study of 1920s Europe resonates today. The “treason of the intellectuals” is a phrase
that evokes much but is inherently ambiguous. The book bearing this title is well known but little
understood. This edition is introduced by Roger Kimball.

From the time of the pre-Socratics, intellectuals were a breed apart. They were non-materialistic knowledge-
seekers who believed in a universal humanism and represented a cornerstone of civilized society. According
to Benda, this all began to change in the early twentieth century. In Europe in the 1920s, intellectuals began
abandoning their attachment to traditional philosophical and scholarly ideals, and instead glorified
particularisms and moral relativism.

The “treason” of which Benda writes is the betrayal by the intellectuals of their unique vocation. He
criticizes European intellectuals for allowing political commitment to insinuate itself into their understanding
of the intellectual vocation, ushering the world into “the age of the intellectual organization of political
hatreds.” From the savage flowering of ethnic and religious hatreds in the Middle East and throughout
Europe today to the mendacious demand for political correctness and multiculturalism on college campuses
everywhere in the West, the treason of the intellectuals continues to play out its unedifying drama.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Rios:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The
Treason of the Intellectuals? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have different opinion?

Melvin Wilhelm:

This The Treason of the Intellectuals is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Treason of the Intellectuals can be
the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Jeremy Hutchings:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide The Treason of the Intellectuals was filled with regards to science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Ann Reiter:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Treason of the Intellectuals we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Treason of the Intellectuals. You can
more desirable than now.
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