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The tragic love story of Romeo and Juliet has touched the hearts of young and old for nearly four hundred
years. In this work, Alan Hager has compiled a rich collection of primary materials and contemporary
ranging from information about the earliest performances of Romeo and Juliet to discussions of suicide in
the 1990s. Designed to help students of the play, Understanding Romeo and Juliet highlights many different
aspects of the play's context. Such aspects include a discussion about religions of love in the East and West,
and examination of vendetta and collective violence, and an analysis of the play in the context of classical
and medieval thought. Hager relates the work to issues as recent as the so-called Werther Syndrome (copycat
suicide based on fictional models) and as remote as the notion of reincarnated love such as that of Rama and
Sita in the Sanskrit epic Ramayana.

Following a literary analysis of the play, the casebook provides commentary and primary documents on the
narrative backgrounds and sources of the play and selections from those sources; a discussion of its
performance history on stage, in opera and film; the historical context of the play as an exploration of the
nature of love, with selections from poetry of the period; and selections on real-life parallels, such as
present-day Bosnia, the recent Leonardo DiCaprio-Claire Danes film of the play, and teen suicide in the
1990s, all of which will help readers to relate to the play. Each section of the work closes with topics for
class discussion and papers and suggested works for further reading.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series), you could tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Timothy Payne:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Understanding
Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press
"Literature in Context" Series), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Jesse Mansell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to
Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) why
because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Darlene Heckart:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Understanding Romeo and Juliet: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) when you required it?
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