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Jihad, with its many terrifying associations, is a term widely used today, though its meaning is poorly
grasped. Few people understand the circumstances requiring a jihad, or "holy" war, or how Islamic militants
justify their violent actions within the framework of the religious tradition of Islam. How Islam, with more
than one billion followers, interprets jihad and establishes its precepts has become a critical issue for both the
Muslim and the non-Muslim world.

John Kelsay's timely and important work focuses on jihad of the sword in Islamic thought, history, and
culture. Making use of original sources, Kelsay delves into the tradition of shari'a--Islamic jurisprudence and
reasoning--and shows how it defines jihad as the Islamic analogue of the Western "just" war. He traces the
arguments of thinkers over the centuries who have debated the legitimacy of war through appeals to shari'a
reasoning. He brings us up to the present and demonstrates how contemporary Muslims across the political
spectrum continue this quest for a realistic ethics of war within the Islamic tradition.

Arguing the Just War in Islam provides a systematic account of how Islam's central texts interpret jihad,
guiding us through the historical precedents and Qur'anic sources upon which today's claims to doctrinal
truth and legitimate authority are made. In illuminating the broad spectrum of Islam's moral considerations of
the just war, Kelsay helps Muslims and non-Muslims alike make sense of the possibilities for future war and
peace.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Arguing the Just War in Islam book
as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Bryan Jones:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Arguing the Just War in Islam can be very good book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Michele Sexton:

Exactly why? Because this Arguing the Just War in Islam is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to
it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Billy Smith:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Arguing the Just War in Islam can make you experience more
interested to read.
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