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Most people who live in open societies, especially in the West, take freedom of thought and the right to
express that thought for granted. But through most of history, independent thinking, outside of the
framework of social or religious convention, was discouraged and often actively persecuted. It is only
recently that rational critiques of traditional perspectives have become an accepted part of public discourse.
The struggle for independence of mind was many centuries in the making and involved repression,
bloodshed, and martyrdom as well as breakthrough discoveries and heroic individuals who changed the way
we look at the world, many times at risk to their own lives.
One of the best surveys of this dramatic intellectual history is J. B. Bury’s Freedom of Thought. With
striking eloquence and clarity of expression, Bury succinctly describes the struggle of reason in the search
for truth from ancient times to the beginning of the 20th century. He leads the reader from the amazing
florescence of rational inquiry in classical Greece, through the eclipse of free thought under the sway of
religious authority during much of the Middle Ages, to the rediscovery of Greco-Roman philosophy in the
Renaissance, and finally to the growth of rationalism during the Enlightenment and the scientific revolution.
Along the way, Bury elucidates the key events that contributed to the modern rational comprehension of
nature. He also provides thumbnail sketches of the many important persons — philosophers, scientists, and
writers — who championed independent thinking and laid the groundwork for contemporary Western
culture.
Though written more than ninety years ago, this erudite yet very accessible intellectual history should be on
the bookshelves of everyone who values reason and independent thinking.
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From reader reviews:

Tawny Morgenstern:

The actual book Freedom of Thought: A History (Great Minds) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing
this book.

Crystal Lavigne:

This Freedom of Thought: A History (Great Minds) is great publication for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Freedom of Thought: A History (Great Minds) in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Edward Franco:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top collection in your reading list is Freedom of Thought: A History (Great Minds). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards
and review this book you can get many advantages.

Walter Burchett:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply
searching from it. It is known as of book Freedom of Thought: A History (Great Minds). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to
other place.
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