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On February 25, 1938, in the early days of the welfare system, the reviled poormaster Harry
Barck—wielding power over who would receive public aid—died from a paper spike thrust into his heart.
Barck was murdered, the prosecution would assert, by an unemployed mason named Joe Scutellaro. In
denying Scutellaro money, Barck had suggested the man’s wife prostitute herself on the streets rather than
ask the city of Hoboken, New Jersey, for aid. The men scuffled. Scutellaro insisted that Barck fell on his
spike; the police claimed he grabbed the spike and stabbed Barck.
            News of the poormaster’s death brought national attention to the plight of ten million unemployed
living in desperate circumstances. A team led by celebrated attorney Samuel Leibowitz of “Scottsboro Boys”
fame worked to save Scutellaro from the electric chair, arguing that the jobless man’s struggle with the
poormaster was a symbol of larger social ills. The trial became an indictment “of a system which expects a
man to live, in this great democracy, under such shameful circumstances.”
            We live in a time where the issues examined in Killing the Poormaster—massive unemployment,
endemic poverty, and the inadequacy of public assistance—remain vital. With its insight into our social
contract, Killing the Poormaster reads like today’s news.
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From reader reviews:

Graham Ayala:

The particular book Killing the Poormaster: A Saga of Poverty, Corruption, and Murder in the Great
Depression will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea
is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Killing the
Poormaster: A Saga of Poverty, Corruption, and Murder in the Great Depression is much recommended to
you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jean Proffitt:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is
this Killing the Poormaster: A Saga of Poverty, Corruption, and Murder in the Great Depression.

Patrice Eubanks:

Exactly why? Because this Killing the Poormaster: A Saga of Poverty, Corruption, and Murder in the Great
Depression is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write
the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as
help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book?
If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Beverly Rosa:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Killing the Poormaster: A Saga of Poverty, Corruption, and Murder in the Great
Depression can be your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.
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