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In the eighteenth century, New Spaniards (colonial Mexicans) so lauded their nuns that they developed a
local tradition of visually opulent portraits, called monjas coronadas or “crowned nuns,” that picture their
subjects in regal trappings at the moment of their religious profession and in death. This study identifies
these portraits as markers of a vibrant and changing society that fused together indigenous and Euro-
Christian traditions and ritual practices to construct a new and complex religious identity that was unique to
New Spain.

To discover why crowned-nun portraits, and especially the profession portrait, were in such demand in New
Spain, this book offers a pioneering interpretation of these works as significant visual contributions to a local
counter-colonial discourse. James M. Córdova demonstrates that the portraits were a response to the Spanish
crown’s project to modify and modernize colonial society—a series of reforms instituted by the Bourbon
monarchs that threatened many nuns’ religious identities in New Spain. His analysis of the portraits’
rhetorical devices, which visually combined Euro-Christian and Mesoamerican notions of the sacred, shows
how they promoted local religious and cultural values as well as client-patron relations, all of which were
under scrutiny by the colonial Church. Combining visual evidence from images of the “crowned nun” with a
discussion of the nuns’ actual roles in society, Córdova reveals that nuns found their greatest agency as
Christ’s brides, a title through which they could, and did, challenge the Church’s authority when they found
it intolerable.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

The book The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent
(Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a
book The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like available and read a guide The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico:
Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture
Publication Initiative). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Martin Elkins:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and
Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) book is
readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the
Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun
Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative)
is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Katherine Khan:

This The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the
Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) in your hand like having the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?



Stephen Porter:

You will get this The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the
Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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