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Early in 1495, Leonardo da Vinci began work in Milan on what would become one of history's most
influential and beloved works of art-The Last Supper. After a dozen years at the court of Lodovico Sforza,
the Duke of Milan, Leonardo was at a low point personally and professionally: at forty-three, in an era when
he had almost reached the average life expectancy, he had failed, despite a number of prestigious
commissions, to complete anything that truly fulfilled his astonishing promise. His latest failure was a giant
bronze horse to honor Sforza's father: His 75 tons of bronze had been expropriated to be turned into cannons
to help repel a French invasion of Italy. The commission to paint The Last Supper in the refectory of a
Dominican convent was a small compensation, and his odds of completing it were not promising: Not only
had he never worked on a painting of such a large size-15' high x 30' wide-but he had no experience in the
extremely difficult medium of fresco. In his compelling new book, Ross King explores how-amid war and
the political and religious turmoil around him, and beset by his own insecurities and frustrations-Leonardo
created the masterpiece that would forever define him. King unveils dozens of stories that are embedded in
the painting. Examining who served as the models for the Apostles, he makes a unique claim: that Leonardo
modeled two of them on himself. Reviewing Leonardo's religious beliefs, King paints a much more complex
picture than the received wisdom that he was a heretic. The food that Leonardo, a famous vegetarian, placed
on the table reveals as much as do the numerous hand gestures of those at Christ's banquet. As King
explains, many of the myths that have grown up around The Last Supper are wrong, but its true story is ever
more interesting. Bringing to life a fascinating period in European history, Ross King presents an original
portrait of one of the world's greatest geniuses through the lens of his most famous work.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Leonardo and the Last Supper.

Emile Guzman:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Leonardo and
the Last Supper is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

David Bruce:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Leonardo and the Last Supper, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Andre Barrett:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Leonardo and the Last Supper to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you such as reading.
Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that
the book Leonardo and the Last Supper can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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