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An award-winning journalist reveals a little-known and shameful episode in American history, when an
African man was used as a human zoo exhibit—a shocking story of racial prejudice, science, and tragedy in
the early years of the twentieth century in the tradition of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Devil in the
White City, and Medical Apartheid.

In 1904, Ota Benga, a young Congolese “pygmy”—a person of petite stature—arrived from central Africa
and was featured in an anthropology exhibit at the St. Louis World’s Fair. Two years later, the New York
Zoological Gardens displayed him in its Monkey House, caging the slight 103-pound, 4-foot 11-inch tall
man with an orangutan. The attraction became an international sensation, drawing thousands of New Yorkers
and commanding headlines from across the nation and Europe.

Spectacle explores the circumstances of Ota Benga’s captivity, the international controversy it inspired, and
his efforts to adjust to American life. It also reveals why, decades later, the man most responsible for his
exploitation would be hailed as his friend and savior, while those who truly fought for Ota have been
banished to the shadows of history. Using primary historical documents, Pamela Newkirk traces Ota’s tragic
life, from Africa to St. Louis to New York, and finally to Lynchburg, Virginia, where he lived out the
remainder of his short life.

Illuminating this unimaginable event, Spectacle charts the evolution of science and race relations in New
York City during the early years of the twentieth century, exploring this racially fraught era for Africa-
Americans and the rising tide of political disenfranchisement and social scorn they endured, forty years after
the end of the Civil War. Shocking and compelling Spectacle is a masterful work of social history that raises
difficult questions about racial prejudice and discrimination that continue to haunt us today.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Alfaro:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of
Ota Benga book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Vivian Stafford:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Spectacle: The
Astonishing Life of Ota Benga, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Virginia Shrader:

The e-book with title Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga has lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Ralph Pettie:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Spectacle: The Astonishing Life
of Ota Benga to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read
it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
available a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga can
to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this time.
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