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Nearly every American knows The Star-Spangled Banner, the national anthem of the United States of
America. Yet many people dislike the song, contend that it glorifies militarism, and question its suitability as
the musical embodiment of nationhood. Even professional vocalists have trouble singing the multi-octave
melody and remembering the words. So why in 1931 did Congress designate it as the official national
anthem, more than a century after Francis Scott Key put pen to paper?

Filled with fascinating, little-known facts drawn from a variety of primary sources, Star-Spangled Banner
provides the first narrative history of this controversial song, which turns 200 years old in 2014. Marc
Ferris’s lively account, which traces the evolution of the song’s instant popularity as well as its use and abuse
by Americans of different political stripes, also explains the changing rituals surrounding the song, including
the practice of standing?with hats removed and hand held over the heart?during public performances.

This entertaining book will appeal to patriots of all persuasions, along with sports fans, musicians, veterans,
history buffs, and anyone who has ever struggled to hit the high notes in the land of the free and the home of
the brave.
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From reader reviews:

Cheryl Thornton:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Star-Spangled Banner: The Unlikely Story of
America's National Anthem. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important a book Star-Spangled Banner: The Unlikely Story of America's National
Anthem. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open
a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's learn.

Byron Angle:

This Star-Spangled Banner: The Unlikely Story of America's National Anthem usually are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Star-Spangled Banner: The Unlikely
Story of America's National Anthem can be one of several great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Star-Spangled Banner: The Unlikely Story of America's
National Anthem forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Kimberly Morris:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Star-Spangled Banner: The Unlikely Story of America's National Anthem
was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Herbert Knight:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Star-Spangled Banner: The



Unlikely Story of America's National Anthem.
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