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Is it possible for a group of the world’s most respected environmental scientists to truly practice what they
preach? Can their expertise in climate change help them in transforming an old house and its nine acres into
their new office building and campus—a building that is as energy efficient as possible, uses local materials,
and generates all of the energy it consumes? In this candid, charming, and informative book, the director of
the renowned Woods Hole Research Center tells a story that will interest anyone who has ever thought about
doing a “green” rehab, has tried to build green, or just wonders what’s actually possible.
 
The Woods Hole Research Center is an international leader in identifying the causes and consequences of
environmental change. When the WHRC needed a new administration building, its scientists and staff
decided that the building should utilize “state-of-the-shelf” green building techniques and materials.
However, the new office had to conform with the laws and building codes of the time, and with materials
that were then available—no matter how frustrating these requirements were to the resident scientists and
contractors.
 
The author, George M. Woodwell, founder of the WHRC, was intimately involved in the design and
construction of the Gilman Ordway Campus, which was completed in 2003 in collaboration with
McDonough + Partners. He details the challenges they faced, some of which are familiar to everyone who
tries to “build green”: the vagaries of building codes, the whims of inspectors, the obstreperousness of
subcontractors, the search for appropriate materials, and the surprises involved in turning an old house into a
modern office building.
 
Woodwell puts the building in a larger context, not only within the work of the Center and the tradition of
Woods Hole, but in the global need to minimize our carbon emissions and overall environmental impact.
Building a world that works requires rethinking how we design, reuse, and live in the built environment
while preserving the functional integrity of the landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Belinda Bedard:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Nature of a House: Building a
World that Works book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

April Miller:

This The Nature of a House: Building a World that Works are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason why of this The Nature of a House: Building a World that Works can be
one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Nature of a House: Building a World that Works forcing you to have an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Owen Neri:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Nature of a House:
Building a World that Works which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Allen Barnett:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Nature of a House: Building a World that Works can make you sense more interested
to read.
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