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In Neatness Counts, Kevin Kopelson reflects on the poetics of the desk—rolltop or bureau-plat, cluttered or
bare, the nestlike desk, the schematic desk, the dramatic desk, the dramatic lack of any such furniture.
Exploring the topography of literary creation by way of the topography of work space, Kopelson, one of
today’s most important critics, offers a series of meditations on how orderliness, chaos, and other physical
states correspond with both the exhilaration of production and the desperation of writer's block. Focusing on
the poet Elizabeth Bishop, the novelist Marcel Proust, the critic Roland Barthes, the playwright Tom
Stoppard, and the travel writer Bruce Chatwin, Neatness Counts is at once critical and creative, examining
how various writers' work habits relate to their published work. Kopelson also considers desks of his
own—one that had belonged to an older brother, one he borrowed from a messy friend, one now shared with
a partner. And by pursuing these two lines of inquiry to their unlikely but enlightening conclusions,
Kopelson both fabricates a virtual library of literary insight and commemorates an era in which the term
“desktop” didn’t denote one’s computer screen. Kevin Kopelson is professor of English at the University of
Iowa. His books include, most recently, The Queer Afterlife of Vaslav Nijinsky.
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From reader reviews:

Tyron Lenahan:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Neatness Counts: Essays on the
Writer's Desk will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book
with you?

George Hughes:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Neatness Counts: Essays on the Writer's Desk offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Stacy Knarr:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Neatness Counts: Essays on the
Writer's Desk is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read
it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

David Furtado:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. Through
the book Neatness Counts: Essays on the Writer's Desk we can acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Neatness Counts: Essays on the
Writer's Desk. You can more pleasing than now.
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