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Several years after the Arab Spring began, democracy remains elusive in the Middle East. The Arab Spring
that resides in the popular imagination is one in which a wave of mass mobilization swept the broader
Middle East, toppled dictators, and cleared the way for democracy. The reality is that few Arab countries
have experienced anything of the sort. While Tunisia made progress towards some type of constitutionally
entrenched participatory rule, the other countries that overthrew their rulers-Egypt, Yemen, and Libya-
remain mired in authoritarianism and instability. Elsewhere in the Arab world uprisings were suppressed,
subsided or never materialized.

The Arab Spring's modest harvest cries out for explanation. Why did regime change take place in only four
Arab countries and why has democratic change proved so elusive in the countries that made attempts? This
book attempts to answer those questions. First, by accounting for the full range of variance: from the absence
or failure of uprisings in such places as Algeria and Saudi Arabia at one end to Tunisia's rocky but hopeful
transition at the other. Second, by examining the deep historical and structure variables that determined the
balance of power between incumbents and opposition.

Brownlee, Masoud, and Reynolds find that the success of domestic uprisings depended on the absence of a
hereditary executive and a dearth of oil rents. Structural factors also cast a shadow over the transition
process. Even when opposition forces toppled dictators, prior levels of socioeconomic development and state
strength shaped whether nascent democracy, resurgent authoritarianism, or unbridled civil war would follow.
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From reader reviews:

Roman Leonard:

The book The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Arab Spring: Pathways
of Repression and Reform? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Chris Gibbons:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform.

Sandra Conaway:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression
and Reform why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Dina Hirsch:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
study. The Arab Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform can be your answer given it can be read by you
actually who have those short time problems.
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