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What is the future of the American West? Is it fated to shine with the benign promise of Ernest Callenbach's
Ecotopia? Or will it instead dissolve into postapocalyptic dust, as in Walter Miller's classic novel A Canticle
for Leibowitz, or devolve into relentlessly dark and rain-soaked urban landscapes, as in Ridley Scott's Blade
Runner?

William Katerberg takes a new look at works of utopian, dystopian, and apocalyptic science fiction to show
how narratives of the past and future powerfully shape our understanding of the present-day West.
Combining intellectual history, literary analysis, and political philosophy, his study boldly encourages
readers to reframe their understanding of both popular Western culture and American political culture.

The frontier has long fostered America's persistent desire to leave the past behind and begin anew-a desire
that has nurtured the utopian dreams of westerners from Progressives to Earth First!ers. Katerberg revisits
the frontier mythos (and iconic figures like Buffalo Bill Cody and Frederick Jackson Turner) and explores
the West of future-oriented novels and films, in which the frontier is long past and American society is
aging. He suggests powerful new ways to think critically and hopefully about American history—and about
politics and civic life in the present.

Ranging widely over science fiction subgenres—from alternative futures to cyberpunk—Katerberg takes us
on a tour of utopias of all stripes, whether exclusivist, reactionary, or progressive. Here are Douglas
Coupland's postindustrial West, Callenbach's eco-utopian Pacific Northwest, and Kim Stanley Robinson's
critical utopian view of Orange County. He considers how Leslie Marmon Silko's Almanac of the Dead ties
revitalized Native American traditions to their hopes for the future, and he uses such stories of race wars as
The Turner Diaries to compare reactionary visions to progressive utopianism.

By looking at how American frontier mythology plays out in the imagined West of the future, Katerberg
offers a new approach to understanding the region's popular culture. Through this artful juxtaposition of
history and projected futures, he reminds us that what's to come is not yet determined—and that, even for a
nation desperate to leave the past behind, history holds ideas that can light the way to a brighter society.
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From reader reviews:

Gwen Anderson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Future West: Utopia and Apocalypse in
Frontier Science Fiction is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Rebecca Walton:

The book Future West: Utopia and Apocalypse in Frontier Science Fiction will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you
try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book Future West: Utopia and
Apocalypse in Frontier Science Fiction is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in
the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Beth Call:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Future West: Utopia and Apocalypse in Frontier Science
Fiction can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Joy Carlson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Future West:
Utopia and Apocalypse in Frontier Science Fiction which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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