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A narrative tour de force that combines wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose, Kevin Starr's
acclaimed multi-volume Americans and the California Dream is an unparalleled work of cultural history. In
this volume, Starr covers the crucial postwar period--1950 to 1963--when the California we know today first
burst into prominence.

Starr brilliantly illuminates the dominant economic, social, and cultural forces in California in these pivotal
years. In a powerful blend of telling events, colorful personalities, and insightful analyses, Starr examines
such issues as the overnight creation of the postwar California suburb, the rise of Los Angeles as Super City,
the reluctant emergence of San Diego as one of the largest cities in the nation, and the decline of political
centrism. He explores the Silent Generation and the emergent Boomer youth cult, the Beats and the
Hollywood "Rat Pack," the pervasive influence of Zen Buddhism and other Asian traditions in art and
design, the rise of the University of California and the emergence of California itself as a utopia of higher
education, the cooling of West Coast jazz, freeway and water projects of heroic magnitude, outdoor life and
the beginnings of the environmental movement. More broadly, he shows how California not only became the
most populous state in the Union, but in fact evolved into a mega-state en route to becoming the global
commonwealth it is today.

Golden Dreams continues an epic series that has been widely recognized for its signal contribution to the
history of American culture in California. It is a book that transcends its stated subject to offer a wealth of
insight into the growth of the Sun Belt and the West and indeed the dramatic transformation of America
itself in these pivotal years following the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Apodaca:

The actual book Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the
California Dream) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Kenneth Kelly:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need
more time to be learn. Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the
California Dream) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Patrick Pierce:

This Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream)
is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the
California Dream) can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get
by anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Herbert Knight:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California Dream) we
can consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a
book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time
book Golden Dreams: California in an Age of Abundance, 1950-1963 (Americans and the California
Dream). You can more pleasing than now.
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