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“MEMOIR of Nathaniel Hawthorne” is hardly the right title to stand conspicuously at the head of this
volume. Of the whole volume, the latter part, confining the stories, is the more important; of the former part,
criticism is a more important—at least a more bulky—ingredient than biography. I do not mean to say that
Mr. Page's criticism is bulk and no better. On the contrary, it is the criticism of a good intelligence, and of an
intelligence improved for this purpose by what is evidently a warm natural sympathy with the object to
which it applies itself. I think Mr. Page’s style might be mended; but he has many sentences which define
acutely the genius of the master whom he celebrates. And he is probably right in thinking that there is more
of an inner biography to be got out of an attentive and sympathetic study of Hawthorne’s writings, taken
especially in reference to the circumstances and genesis of each, than out of any other materials we are likely
to get. Why, then, say “Memoir?” since it was Hawthorne’s expressed wish that no formal memoir of him
should be written, and since, if the matter that is usually implied by that word, Mr. Page has little more to
add to what 'has been mentioned in the sketch of Mr. Fields, and those portions of the “Note-Books” to
which it has been thought fit to give publicity? Why not rather say “Study?” That, I think, would be the truer
title. There is a good deal, then, in Mr. Page's preliminary study to give us a closer view of this reserved
spectator of society, a better understanding of his genius as one in which a legacy of weird traditions out of
the past — that, together with an imagination naturally prone to weird and mystical constructions of nature
and man—were united with a first-rate power of positive penetration and practical insight into his fellow
creatures. The positive penetration and practical insight are employed in the services of the mystifying
imagination, and by them its constructions acquire a strange reasonableness, a reality facing towards both
worlds. By long brooding and meditating a mystical conception, in the light of a psychological science that
has its roots in real observation, a bridge is built between the world of magic and the supernatural — nay, the
world of allegory and abstraction itself — and the world of sense and touch. It is upon this bridge that the
creations of Hawthorne’s genius dance with those gestures, and that reality in strangeness, which so haunt
and impress the imagination.

Besides seizing clearly on this particular point, the present essayist is interesting throughout in his
observations on Hawthorne’s ways of work, and the action and reaction of his genius and its successive
surroundings. Of the stories collected from magazines, and brought together for the first time for English
readers in the other part of the volume, ‘Mother Rigby’s Pipe’ is an entertaining instance of the writer’s
witch-wife vein in story-telling, applied to a purpose of rather sweeping sarcasm against his kind; ‘A
Virtuoso’s Collection’ is a capital piece of ingenious historical inventory, showing an extreme readiness in
marshalling the resources of knowledge and memory on a fancy parade ; the Canal Boat is quite in
Hawthorne’s. finest vein of character and landscape description: they all, it is needless to say, bespeak one of
the masters who in his English, has seemed classical with the most case, who has had his thought or image
the most clearly before him for as mystical as it might be, and found with the least uncertainty the word to fit
it with the most precision and grace.

—The Fortnightly Review, Volume 19 [1873]
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From reader reviews:

Nichole Gibson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Memoir of Nathaniel Hawthorne: With Stories Now First Published in This
Country book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver
to you. The writer involving Memoir of Nathaniel Hawthorne: With Stories Now First Published in This
Country content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking
Memoir of Nathaniel Hawthorne: With Stories Now First Published in This Country is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Richard Vaccaro:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Memoir of Nathaniel
Hawthorne: With Stories Now First Published in This Country suitable to you? The actual book was written
by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Memoir of Nathaniel Hawthorne: With Stories
Now First Published in This Countryis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way
of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Kathe Waller:

The book Memoir of Nathaniel Hawthorne: With Stories Now First Published in This Country has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Karen Bright:

The book untitled Memoir of Nathaniel Hawthorne: With Stories Now First Published in This Country
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
examine.
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