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Apocalypticism arose in ancient Judaism in the last centuries BCE and played a crucial role in the rise of
Christianity. It is not only of historical interest: there has been a growing awareness, especially since the
2001 terrorist attacks on the United States, of the prevalence of apocalyptic beliefs in the contemporary
world. To understand these beliefs, it is necessary to appreciate their complex roots in the ancient world, and
the multi-faceted character of the phenomenon of apocalypticism.

The Oxford Handbook of Apocalyptic Literature is a thematic and phenomenological exploration of
apocalypticism in the Judaic and Christian traditions. Most of the volume is devoted to the apocalyptic
literature of antiquity. Essays explore the relationship between apocalypticism and prophecy, wisdom and
mysticism; the social function of apocalypticism and its role as resistance literature; apocalyptic rhetoric
from both historical and postmodern perspectives; and apocalyptic theology, focusing on phenomena of
determinism and dualism and exploring apocalyptic theology's role in ancient Judaism, early Christianity,
and Gnosticism.

The final chapters of the volume are devoted to the appropriation of apocalypticism in the modern world,
reviewing the role of apocalypticism in contemporary Judaism and Christianity, and more broadly in popular
culture, addressing the increasingly studied relation between apocalypticism and violence, and discussing the
relationship between apocalypticism and trauma, which speaks to the underlying causes of the popularity of
apocalyptic beliefs. This volume will further the understanding of a vital religious phenomenon too often
dismissed as alien and irrational by secular western society.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Oxford
Handbook of Apocalyptic Literature (Oxford Handbooks) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Roberto Senn:

Typically the book The Oxford Handbook of Apocalyptic Literature (Oxford Handbooks) will bring you to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Oxford Handbook of Apocalyptic
Literature (Oxford Handbooks) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Lidia Flynn:

The reason? Because this The Oxford Handbook of Apocalyptic Literature (Oxford Handbooks) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Sallie Farris:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping The Oxford Handbook of
Apocalyptic Literature (Oxford Handbooks) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick The Oxford Handbook
of Apocalyptic Literature (Oxford Handbooks) become your personal starter.
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