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Even before wartime incarceration, Japanese Americans largely lived in separate cultural communities from
their West Coast neighbors. Although the Nisei children, the American-born second generation, were U.S.
citizens and were integrated in public schools, they were socially isolated in many ways from their peers.
These young women found rapport in ethnocultural youth organizations, a forgotten world of female
friendship and camaraderie that Valerie J. Matsumoto recovers in this book.

Through extensive networks of social clubs, young Japanese American women competed in sports,
socialized with young men, and forged enduring friendships. During the 1920s and 1930s, Nisei girls'
organizations flourished in Los Angeles, then home to the largest Japanese American population. In clubs
with names such as the Junior Misses and Tartanettes, girls gained leadership training, took part in
community service, found jobs, and enjoyed beach outings and parties. Often sponsored by the YWCA,
Buddhist temples, and Christian churches, these groups served as a bulwark against racial discrimination,
offering a welcoming space that helped young women navigate between parental expectations and the lure of
popular culture. Indeed, their dances, meetings, and athletic events filled the social calendars in the ethnic
press. As cultural mediators and ethnic representatives, these urban teenagers bridged the cultures of the
Japanese American community and mainstream society, whether introducing new foods, holidays, and rituals
into the home or dancing in kimono at civic events. Some expressed themselves as poets, writers, and
journalists and took leading roles in the development of a Nisei literary network. Women's organizing skills
and work would prove critical to the support of their families during World War II incarceration and
community rebuilding in the difficult years of resettlement.

By bringing to life a dynamic and long-lasting world of friendship circles and clubs, City Girls highlights the
ways in which urban Nisei daughters claimed modern femininity, an American identity, and public space
from the Jazz Age through the postwar era.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Davis:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles,
1920-1950 seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles,
1920-1950 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the
book City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950. You never really feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Roger Bennett:

The feeling that you get from City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 may be the
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles,
1920-1950 giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific City Girls: The
Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 instantly.

Tyler Woodley:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los
Angeles, 1920-1950 can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Timothy Wingo:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book City Girls: The Nisei Social World in Los
Angeles, 1920-1950 was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book City Girls:
The Nisei Social World in Los Angeles, 1920-1950 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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