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People have always been xenophobic, but an explicit philosophical and scientific view of human racial
difference only began to emerge during the modern period. Why and how did this happen? Surveying a
range of philosophical and natural-scientific texts, dating from the Spanish Renaissance to the German
Enlightenment, Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference charts the evolution of the modern concept of
race and shows that natural philosophy, particularly efforts to taxonomize and to order nature, played a
crucial role.

Smith demonstrates how the denial of moral equality between Europeans and non-Europeans resulted from
converging philosophical and scientific developments, including a declining belief in human nature's
universality and the rise of biological classification. The racial typing of human beings grew from the need to
understand humanity within an all-encompassing system of nature, alongside plants, minerals, primates, and
other animals. While racial difference as seen through science did not arise in order to justify the
enslavement of people, it became a rationalization and buttress for the practices of trans-Atlantic slavery.
From the work of François Bernier to G. W. Leibniz, Immanuel Kant, and others, Smith delves into
philosophy's part in the legacy and damages of modern racism.

With a broad narrative stretching over two centuries, Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference takes a
critical historical look at how the racial categories that we divide ourselves into came into being.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Dennie:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Nature, Human Nature, and Human
Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty
Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy as good book but not only
by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Jose Brummitt:

This Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy in your hand like
having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you
world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hello
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Lisa Thomason:

Beside this particular Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy in
your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in
Early Modern Philosophy because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often
have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Julie Slocum:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Nature, Human Nature, and Human
Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind



of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let's have Nature, Human Nature, and Human Difference: Race in Early Modern Philosophy.
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