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Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature hit the philosophical world like a bombshell. Richard Rorty, a
Princeton professor who had contributed to the analytic tradition in philosophy, was now attempting to shrug
off all the central problems with which it had long been preoccupied. After publication, the Press was barely
able to keep up with demand, and the book has since gone on to become one of its all-time best-sellers in
philosophy.

Rorty argued that, beginning in the seventeenth century, philosophers developed an unhealthy obsession with
the notion of representation. They compared the mind to a mirror that reflects reality. In their view,
knowledge is concerned with the accuracy of these reflections, and the strategy employed to obtain this
knowledge--that of inspecting, repairing, and polishing the mirror--belongs to philosophy. Rorty's book was
a powerful critique of this imagery and the tradition of thought that it spawned. He argued that the questions
about truth posed by Descartes, Kant, Hegel, and modern epistemologists and philosophers of language
simply couldn't be answered and were, in any case, irrelevant to serious social and cultural inquiry. This
stance provoked a barrage of criticism, but whatever the strengths of Rorty's specific claims, the book had a
therapeutic effect on philosophy. It reenergized pragmatism as an intellectual force, steered philosophy back
to its roots in the humanities, and helped to make alternatives to analytic philosophy a serious choice for
young graduate students. Twenty-five years later, the book remains a must-read for anyone seriously
concerned about the nature of philosophical inquiry and what philosophers can and cannot do to help us
understand and improve the world.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Zimmerman:

Often the book Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature will bring you to the new experience of reading some
sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study,
this book very ideal to you. The book Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Joshua Castillo:

Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature
however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Linda Doyle:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is usually Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Tracy Cluck:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature or perhaps
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Philosophy and the Mirror of Nature to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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