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When Abraham Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address in 1863, he had broader aims than simply rallying
a war-weary nation. Lincoln realized that the Civil War had taken on a wider significance—that all of
Europe and Latin America was watching to see whether the United States, a beleaguered model of
democracy, would indeed “perish from the earth.”

In The Cause of All Nations, distinguished historian Don H. Doyle explains that the Civil War was viewed
abroad as part of a much larger struggle for democracy that spanned the Atlantic Ocean, and had begun with
the American and French Revolutions. While battles raged at Bull Run, Antietam, and Gettysburg, a parallel
contest took place abroad, both in the marbled courts of power and in the public square. Foreign observers
held widely divergent views on the war—from radicals such as Karl Marx and Giuseppe Garibaldi who
called on the North to fight for liberty and equality, to aristocratic monarchists, who hoped that the collapse
of the Union would strike a death blow against democratic movements on both sides of the Atlantic.
Nowhere were these monarchist dreams more ominous than in Mexico, where Napoleon III sought to
implement his Grand Design for a Latin Catholic empire that would thwart the spread of Anglo-Saxon
democracy and use the Confederacy as a buffer state.

Hoping to capitalize on public sympathies abroad, both the Union and the Confederacy sent diplomats and
special agents overseas: the South to seek recognition and support, and the North to keep European powers
from interfering. Confederate agents appealed to those conservative elements who wanted the South to serve
as a bulwark against radical egalitarianism. Lincoln and his Union agents overseas learned to appeal to many
foreigners by embracing emancipation and casting the Union as the embattled defender of universal
republican ideals, the “last best hope of earth.”

A bold account of the international dimensions of America’s defining conflict, The Cause of All Nations
frames the Civil War as a pivotal moment in a global struggle that would decide the survival of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

Here thing why this specific The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the American Civil War
are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Cause of All Nations: An
International History of the American Civil War giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The Cause of All Nations: An
International History of the American Civil War. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Cause of All Nations: An
International History of the American Civil War in e-book can be your alternate.

Ira Gonzalez:

Beside this kind of The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the American Civil War in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the
American Civil War because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from right now!

Linda Young:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Cause of All Nations:
An International History of the American Civil War can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

William Farley:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to
around the world. By the book The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the American Civil
War we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must
want to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change



your life at this book The Cause of All Nations: An International History of the American Civil War. You
can more pleasing than now.
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