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Matthew J. Babcock's Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose is an examination of the life and
work of one of America's most intriguing but tragically obscure writers. Babcock uses his own personal
relationship Robert Francis's work, which emphasizes conservation and connectedness to our natural
surroundings, to illuminate both overtones and nuances that are undoubtedly useful to those interested in
poetry and ecology.

Babcock begins with a brief biographical section intended to set the tone for readers previously unfamiliar
with Robert Francis and then continues into an analysis of the influence of Emily Dickinson and Robert Frost
on Francis's work. Starting in Chapter Three, Private Fire shifts into the realm of literary analysis and
discusses various angles of Francis's work, from representations of gender and sexual identity; prose
contributions, both fiction and non-fiction; religion and politics; to themes of conservation, place-making,
experimental poetic styles, and asceticism, finishing with a discussion of Francis's only long narrative poem,
"Valhalla." This poem joins other prophetic works in musing upon environmental apocalypticism.

Matthew J. Babcock finishes this detailed and thoughtful volume with concluding meditations that situate
Robert Francis with his contemporaries, helping readers to locate him historically and contextually amongst
other 20th century writers. By using biography and literary theory as the lens through which one interprets
Francis's work, Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose successfully navigates the literary and
cultural environment surrounding a poet who himself was so connected with the world around him.
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From reader reviews:

John Alfaro:

This book untitled Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone.
So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Doris Griffin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and
Prose e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Private Fire: Robert
Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

David Hoag:

This Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose is great reserve for you because the content that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Private Fire:
Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this
guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Linda Guyette:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
Private Fire: Robert Francis's Ecopoetry and Prose when you essential it?
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