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The adversary system of trial, the defining feature of the Anglo-American legal procedure, developed late in
English legal history. For centuries defendants were forbidden to have legal counsel, and lawyers seldom
appeared for the prosecution either. Trial was meant to be an occasion for the defendant to answer the
charges in person.

The transformation from lawyer-free to lawyer-dominated criminal trial happened within the space of about
a century, from the 1690's to the 1780's. This book explains how the lawyers captured the trial. In addition to
conventional legal sources, Professor Langbein draws upon a rich vein of contemporary pamphlet accounts
about trials in London's Old Bailey. The book also mines these novel sources to provide the first detailed
account of the formation of the law of criminal evidence.

Responding to menacing prosecutorial initiatives (including reward-seeking thief takers and crown witnesses
induced to testify in order to save their own necks) the judges of the 1730's decided to allow the defendant to
have counsel to cross-examine accusing witnesses. By restricting counsel to the work of examining and
cross-examining witnesses, the judges intended that the accused would still need to respond in person to the
charges against him. Professor Langbein shows how counsel manipulated the dynamics of adversary
procedure to defeat the judges design, ultimately silencing the accused and transforming the very purpose of
the criminal trial. Trial ceased to be an opportunity for the accused to speak, and instead became an occasion
for defense counsel to test the prosecution case.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Gardner:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Origins of Adversary Criminal
Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bessie Hall:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a reserve. The book The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in
Modern Legal History) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can
buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book has high quality.

Colin Rousey:

The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in
writing The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) nevertheless
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Amy Parr:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Origins of Adversary
Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) is simple to create you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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