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Bodily Matters explores the anti-vaccination movement that emerged in England in the late nineteenth
century and early twentieth in response to government-mandated smallpox vaccination. By requiring a
painful and sometimes dangerous medical procedure for all infants, the Compulsory Vaccination Act set an
important precedent for state regulation of bodies. From its inception in 1853 until its demise in 1907, the
compulsory smallpox vaccine was fiercely resisted, largely by members of the working class who interpreted
it as an infringement of their rights as citizens and a violation of their children’s bodies. Nadja Durbach
contends that the anti-vaccination movement is historically significant not only because it was arguably the
largest medical resistance campaign ever mounted in Europe but also because it clearly articulated pervasive
anxieties regarding the integrity of the body and the role of the modern state.

Analyzing historical documents on both sides of the vaccination debate, Durbach focuses on the key events
and rhetorical strategies of the resistance campaign. She shows that those for and against the vaccine had
very different ideas about how human bodies worked and how best to safeguard them from disease.
Individuals opposed to mandatory vaccination saw their own and their children’s bodies not as potentially
contagious and thus dangerous to society but rather as highly vulnerable to contamination and violation.
Bodily Matters challenges the notion that resistance to vaccination can best be understood, and thus easily
dismissed, as the ravings of an unscientific “lunatic fringe.” It locates the anti-vaccination movement at the
very center of broad public debates in Victorian England over medical developments, the politics of class,
the extent of government intervention into the private lives of its citizens, and the values of a liberal society.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Greene:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination
Movement in England, 1853–1907 (Radical Perspectives). All type of book would you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Patsy Cassella:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Bodily Matters:
The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853–1907 (Radical Perspectives) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Bodily Matters: The
Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853–1907 (Radical Perspectives)is a single of several books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range
of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

June Slater:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England,
1853–1907 (Radical Perspectives), you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on
its named reading friends.

Rhonda Lanham:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Bodily Matters: The
Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853–1907 (Radical Perspectives) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being
success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
Bodily Matters: The Anti-Vaccination Movement in England, 1853–1907 (Radical Perspectives) become



your personal starter.
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