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The Classic Tale of Convict Life in Australia

For the Term of his Natural Life

By Marcus Clarke

For the Term of His Natural Life, written by Marcus Clarke, was published in the Australian Journal between
1870 and 1872 (as "His Natural Life"), appearing as a novel in 1874. It is the best known novelisation of life
as a convict in early Australian history. Described as a "ripping yarn", and at times relying on seemingly
implausible coincidences, the story follows the fortunes of Rufus Dawes, a young man transported for a
murder that he did not commit. The book clearly conveys the harsh and inhumane treatment meted out to the
convicts, some of whom were transported for relatively minor crimes, and graphically describes the
conditions the convicts experienced. The novel was based on research by the author as well as a visit to the
penal settlement of Port Arthur, Tasmania.

The story starts with a prologue, telling the tale of young British aristocrat, Richard Devine, who is the son
of a shipbuilding magnate, Sir Richard Devine. In an incidence of domestic violence, Richard's mother
reveals to Sir Richard that his son was fathered by another man, Lord Bellasis. Sir Richard proceeds to
threaten the mother's reputation if Richard does not leave and never come back. He leaves him to pack for a
while, claiming that he will fetch his lawyer to alter his will so that Richard receives no inheritance. When
Richard leaves, he comes across a murder scene: his biological father, Lord Bellasis has been murdered, and
Richard witnesses Sir Richard walking away from the scene of the crime. The police come and lock up
Richard, who now gives his name as Rufus Dawes (which is used for the remainder of the book), for the
murder of Lord Bellasis. Additionally, Sir Richard returns home and dies straight away, possibly of a heart-
attack, without altering his will. Rufus Dawes/Richard Devine never finds this out. Rufus is found not guilty
of the murder but guilty of the robbery of the corpse and sentenced to transportation to the penal colony of
Australia.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Gaitan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their
can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this specific For the Term of his Natural Life: A Convict Tale of Early
Australian History to read.

Deborah Rinehart:

Here thing why this particular For the Term of his Natural Life: A Convict Tale of Early Australian History
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content from
it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. For the Term of his Natural Life: A Convict Tale of Early
Australian History giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there
but there is no reserve that similar with For the Term of his Natural Life: A Convict Tale of Early Australian
History. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of For the Term of his Natural Life: A Convict Tale of Early Australian
History in e-book can be your option.

Jack Michaud:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take For the Term of his Natural Life: A Convict Tale of Early
Australian History as your daily resource information.

Wendy Hartnett:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If



you want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled For the Term of his Natural Life: A Convict
Tale of Early Australian History can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.
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