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With remarkable breadth of vision, Seyyed Hossein Nasr reveals for both Western and Muslim readers how
each art form in the islamic tradition is based upon a science of nature concerned, not with the outer
appearance of things, but with their inner reality. Ranging across calligraphy, painting, architecture,
literature, music, and the plastic arts, Nasr penetrates to the inner dimension of Islam and shows the role art
plays in the life of individual Muslims and the community as a whole--the role of inspiring the remembrance
and contemplation of God.

Once the author establishes art as an aid and support to the spiritual life, he traces the creative act to its
ultimate source: inner knowledge and barakah, or grace, which make the crystallization of inner realities in
form and space and time possible. Through this knowledge and grace, the author asserts, unity manifests
upon the plane of multiplicity, making archetypal realities perceivable by the senses. Through this
knowledge and grace, art functions as a ladder for the journey of the soul from the visible to the invisible.
How Islamic art leads man to the inner chamber of divine revelation forms the substance of much of this
important work.

An especially close look is given to the Sufi tradition within Islam, for its mystical teachers have often
clearly demonstrated in their works the spiritual significance of beauty and served as the source of
inspiration for art.

By rediscovering the root of art in the Islamic tradition, Seyyed Hossein Nasr opens doors to new dimensions
of unity which have seemingly been obscured in recent Western art. In so doing, he extends the significance
of this book beyond the Islamic belief system to touch the hearts and creative impulses of readers from all
traditions.

Seyyed Hossein Nasr is currently University Professor of Islamic Studies at George Washington University.
Born in Tehran and educated at MIT and Harvard, he was previously professor of the history of science and
philosophy at Tehran University and first president of the Iranian Academy of Philosophy. He has taught
throughout America, Europe, the Middle East, Pakistan, India, Japan, and Australia. He is the author of over
twenty books in English. Among them are Sufi Essays, Islamic Life and Thought, Knowledge and the
Sacred, and Three Muslim Sages.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

This Islamic Art and Spirituality book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Islamic Art
and Spirituality without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't be worry Islamic Art and Spirituality can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Islamic Art and
Spirituality having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Margaret Calderon:

The reserve untitled Islamic Art and Spirituality is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write
the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Islamic Art and Spirituality from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Johnny Sutton:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Islamic Art and Spirituality can be fine book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Susan Munoz:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Islamic Art and Spirituality that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
are able to pick Islamic Art and Spirituality become your starter.
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