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Performance in America demonstrates the vital importance of the performing arts to contemporary U.S.
culture. Looking at a series of specific performances mounted between 1994 and 2004, well-known
performance studies scholar David Román challenges the belief that theatre, dance, and live music are
marginal art forms in the United States. He describes the crucial role that the performing arts play in local,
regional, and national communities, emphasizing the power of live performance, particularly its immediacy
and capacity to create a dialogue between artists and audiences. Román draws attention to the ways that the
performing arts provide unique perspectives on many of the most pressing concerns within American
studies: questions about history and politics, citizenship and society, and culture and nation.

The performances that Román analyzes range from localized community-based arts events to full-scale
Broadway productions and from the controversial works of established artists such as Tony Kushner to those
of emerging artists. Román considers dances produced by the choreographers Bill T. Jones and Neil
Greenberg in the mid-1990s as new aids treatments became available and the aids crisis was reconfigured; a
production of the Asian American playwright Chay Yew’s A Beautiful Country in a high-school auditorium
in Los Angeles’s Chinatown; and Latino performer John Leguizamo’s one-man Broadway show Freak. He
examines the revival of theatrical legacies by female impersonators and the resurgence of cabaret in New
York City. Román also looks at how the performing arts have responded to 9/11, the U.S. invasion of
Afghanistan, and the second war in Iraq. Including more than eighty illustrations, Performance in America
highlights the dynamic relationships among performance, history, and contemporary culture through which
the past is revisited and the future reimagined.
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From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Performance in America: Contemporary U.S.
Culture and the Performing Arts. Try to the actual book Performance in America: Contemporary U.S.
Culture and the Performing Arts as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Katie Johnson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Performance in America: Contemporary U.S.
Culture and the Performing Arts as your daily resource information.

Brandon Justice:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Performance in America:
Contemporary U.S. Culture and the Performing Arts which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's find.

Kaci Carter:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the Performing Arts we
can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this
book Performance in America: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the Performing Arts. You can more
appealing than now.
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