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From its inauspicious beginnings amid Tokyo's bomb-scarred ruins to its role as the world's chief purveyor
of electronics and mass culture, Sony's story is one of the signal fables of our age. In SONY: THE PRIVATE
LIFE, John Nathan, a preeminent expert on Japanese culture, dissects this fable, pulling the veil from one of
the world's most successful and secretive corporations. He uncovers persuasive evidence that Sony's biggest
triumphs, from color TV to CDs, and most calamitous failures, like the Betamax debacle and the vexed
takeover of Columbia Pictures, stem from the web of intense relationships that have always characterized its
top ranks. Nathan traces this emotional web as no other writer has or could, by drawing on his unmatched
expertise in Japanese culture and his unique, unlimited access to Sony's inner sanctum. With a novelist's skill
- honed by translating the works of Yukio Mishima and Kenzaburo Oe - Nathan etches incisive portraits of
the company's famously enigmatic cofounder, Akio Morita; its patrician, autocratic CEO, Norio Ohga; and
its edgy new leader, Nobuyuki Idei, who already has brought wrenching changes to Sony. Nathan's
exploration of the Sony empire also reveals how it invented color TV as we know it and used bold marketing
techniques to best the inferior yet dominant American competition; why Sony ignored the conventional
wisdom of the time to enter a groundbreaking partnership with archrival Philips to perfect the CD; how Sony
manages to prosper despite Japan's economic malaise; and what innovations and strategies it plans for the
new century. With authority and wit, Nathan dispels the myths that surround Sony and crafts unparalleled
corporate drama. Sony: The Private Life is at once an engrossing chronicle of astounding entrepreneurship
and a poignant account of loyalty's consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Sony: The Private Life as your daily resource
information.

Leo Osborne:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled Sony:
The Private Life the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The Sony: The
Private Life giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to
try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Dolores Parker:

Sony: The Private Life can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Sony: The Private Life yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Michael Slay:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Sony: The Private Life to make your
reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about book and reading
through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that
the e-book Sony: The Private Life can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of that time.
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