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All the World an Icon is the fourth book in an informal "quartet" of works by Tom Cheetham on the
spirituality of Henry Corbin, a major twentieth-century scholar of Sufism and colleague of C. G. Jung, whose
influence on contemporary religion and the humanities is beginning to become clear. Cheetham's books have
helped spark a renewed interest in the work of this important, creative religious thinker.

Henry Corbin (1903-1978) was professor of Islamic religion at the Sorbonne in Paris and director of the
department of Iranic studies at the Institut Franco-Iranien in Teheran. His wide-ranging work includes the
first translations of Heidegger into French, studies in Swedenborg and Boehme, writings on the Grail and
angelology, and definitive translations of Persian Islamic and Sufi texts. He introduced such seminal terms as
"the imaginal realm" and "theophany" into Western thought, and his use of the Shi'ite idea of ta'wil or
"spiritual interpretation" influenced psychologist James Hillman and the literary critic Harold Bloom. His
books were read by a broad range of poets including Charles Olson and Robert Duncan, and his impact on
American poetry, says Cheetham, has yet to be fully appreciated. His published titles in English include
Creative Imagination in the Sufism of Ibn Arabi, Avicenna and the Visionary Recital, and The Man of Light
in Iranian Sufism.

As the religions of the Book place the divine Word at the center of creation, the importance of hermaneutics,
the theory and practice of interpretation, cannot be overstated. In the theology and spirituality of Henry
Corbin, the mystical heart of this tradition is to be found in the creative, active imagination; the alchemy of
spiritual development is best understood as a story of the soul's search for the Lost Speech. Cheetham
eloquently demonstrates Corbin's view that the living interpretation of texts, whether divine or human—or,
indeed, of the world itself seen as the Text of Creation—is the primary task of spiritual life.

In his first three books on Corbin, Cheetham explores different aspects of Corbin's work, but has saved for
this book his final analysis of what Corbin meant by the Arabic term ta'wil—perhaps the most important
concept in his entire oeuvre. "Any consideration of how Corbin's ideas were adapted by others has to begin
with a clear idea of what Corbin himself intended," writes Cheetham; "his own intellectual and spiritual
cosmos is already highly complex and eclectic and a knowledge of his particular philosophical project is
crucial for understanding the range and implications of his work." Cheetham lays out the implications of
ta'wil as well as the use of language as integral part of any artistic or spiritual practice, with the view that the
creative imagination is a fundamentally linguistic phenomenon for the Abrahamic religions, and, as Corbin
tells us, prayer is the supreme form of creative imagination.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

With other case, little folks like to read book All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function
of Beings. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or
even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Paul Kennedy:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is All the
World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings.

Patty Scheuerman:

All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing All the
World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings nevertheless doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This
great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Christopher Evan:

This All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this
All the World an Icon: Henry Corbin and the Angelic Function of Beings can be the light food for you
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself
in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it!



Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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