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In the nineteenth century, American tourists, scholars, evangelists, writers, and artists flocked to Palestine as
part of a "Holy Land mania." Many saw America as a New Israel, a modern nation chosen to do God's work
on Earth, and produced a rich variety of inspirational art and literature about their travels in the original
promised land, which was then part of Ottoman-controlled Palestine. In American Palestine, Hilton
Obenzinger explores two "infidel texts" in this tradition: Herman Melville's Clarel: A Poem and Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land (1876) and Mark Twain's The Innocents Abroad: or, The New Pilgrims' Progress (1869).
As he shows, these works undermined in very different ways conventional assumptions about America's
divine mission.

In the darkly philosophical Clarel, Melville found echoes of Palestine's apparent desolation and ruin in his
own spiritual doubts and in America's materialism and corruption. Twain's satiric travelogue, by contrast,
mocked the romantic naiveté of Americans abroad, noting the incongruity of a "fantastic mob" of "Yanks" in
the Holy Land and contrasting their exalted notions of Palestine with its prosaic reality. Obenzinger
demonstrates, however, that Melville and Twain nevertheless shared many colonialist and orientalist
assumptions of the day, revealed most clearly in their ideas about Arabs, Jews, and Native Americans.

Combining keen literary and historical insights and careful attention to the context of other American
writings about Palestine, this book throws new light on the construction of American identity in the
nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Gines:

The experience that you get from American Palestine will be the more deep you looking the information that
hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but American Palestine giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that American
Palestine instantly.

Michelle Fulk:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
all right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like American
Palestine which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Robert Armistead:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Palestine can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Michael Velez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book American Palestine. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it
can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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